College Expenses

not drink wine or spirituous liquors and this pledge
he faithfully kept. As has been said already, the
extent of his dissipation was a pipe and a mug of
beer. His aversion to dissolute conduct, which is a
marked characteristic of the letters, was no less
marked in his intercourse with fellow students.
Yet such is the tendency of the shallow mind to
think evil and to see evil even where it does not exist,
Fiske the student, owing to the fact that he was
a reader of Voltaire, Emerson, Theodore Parker,
Buckle, Darwin, and other liberal thinkers, and that
tie sometimes cut prayers, had gained, at the open-
ing of his junior year, the reputation in certain
quarters of being a very objectionable young man.
This opinion was undoubtedly heightened by reports
of his wide knowledge and his liberal way of think-
ing. Fiske became conscious of this impeachment
of his moral character, and in a letter to Roberts he
says:" It is quite amusing to see that I have got the
reputation of. being a dreadful hard fellow, while
other students who drink, gamble, and go about
with women are pronounced ' only a little fast.' It
shows the prevalence of superstition."

With the full particulars that we have of the
unfolding of Fiske's life to the full maturity of his
intellectual powers, it can be positively asserted
that biographical literature presents-no instance of
a mind unfolding to high ideas and ideals with a
sweeter, purer life than his.

And yet, in the mind of his mother, kind mother

209 two hours."
